
 Global Health Histories

Hooman Momen



Publishing  |  21 September 20072 |

Global Health Histories:
Values and Purpose

 Understanding the history of health helps us respond to today's 
challenges

 Sharing health knowledge that is inspired by history enriches global 
public health and benefits society at large

 Learning from history helps us shape health policies, meet current 
needs and create opportunities for the future
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Global Health Histories:
Current Activities

 An independent history of WHO

 An official history of WHO, 1968 - 1977

 Oral histories of leading health figures

 A comprehensive GHH website.

 Seminars by international health historians.

 An African health historians network.
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"Global health: a history of WHO"

A one-volume history that will contribute to reflection, discussion, and diffusion of 
knowledge of WHO's history in the global health context:

"It will place WHO's principal initiatives and policies in the context of changing 
international relations, shifting political alignments, and transforming economic 
realities, such as the Cold War, decolonization, and globalization." -Authors

 International network of health historians

 Core group of WHO senior and former staff at HQ and regional offices

 Comprehensive bibliographies in WHO Library

 Rich resources from WHO's unique archives
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Updating WHO's official history

 The third decade of WHO's history (1968–1977) is now 
being researched and written

 Publication aimed for WHO's 60th anniversary

 Further volumes will cover the three decades from 1978 to 
2008 



Publishing  |  21 September 20076 |

Global Health Histories seminars

 Beginning in January 2005, GHH has staged a series of 
seminars at WHO HQ, Geneva, with presentations from 
leading health historians and key figures in global health

 

 The seminars are open to all WHO staff, former staff, 
students and visitors



Publishing  |  21 September 20077 |



Publishing  |  21 September 20078 |

Exhibitions and special events for WHO's 
60th anniversary in 2008

 World Health Report

 Global Health Histories exhibition (with National Library of 
Medicine)

 How public health changed the world: 60 years of WHO

 Getting the message across: public health campaigns: 1948-2008

 A collection of "Public Health Classics" reprinted from The Bulletin 
of the World Health Organization 
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Public Health Classics: Collectors' Edition

  

  Spanning hundreds of years, a  collection of some of the 
most famous and important public health papers or 
publications ever written, accompanied by commentaries 
from today's experts, brought together in one volume 
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World Health Report 2007

Historical images to illustrateHistorical images to illustrate
    quarantine quarantine 
    sanitation sanitation 
    vaccinationvaccination

From the 14th 
century, plague

doctors wore 
protective clothing, a mask 

containing strong-smelling herbs.

In 1866, connection 
between contaminated 
water supply and outbreaks 
of cholera.

First vaccination against smallpox 
in 1796



Publishing  |  21 September 200712 |

Director-General Margaret Chan
 on Primary Health Care

"I plan to promote integrated primary health care as a strategy for 
strengthening health systems.

"The reason is simple: It works. This is the only way to ensure fair, 
affordable, and sustainable access to essential care across a 
population. We have the evidence. I have experienced this 
personally."
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GHH and Primary Health Care

 Contributing to WHO's work on the reinvigoration of primary health 
care 

 Providing historical input to the World Health Report 2008

 Participating in WHO PHC Task Force

 Special history seminars on PHC
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Getting the message across:
public health campaigns: 1948-2008

 
 During the past 60 years, WHO has worked to influence health 

policy. 

 Such policies are translated to the population they are intended to 
affect by various means, including media campaigns. 

 The evolution of public health poster design – the basic unit of 
policy transfer – reflects diversity in local culture, advertising 
trends, government regulations, and health priorities. 

 This book is designed to provide public health professionals, 
policy-makers, programme managers, and students of public 
health, with an important resource for informing efforts that aim to 
translate the public health evidence-base to the general public.
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Contents

 Each chapter will contain a chronologically-ordered, 
regionally-representative selection of posters addressing 
the particular public health topic or disease. 

Each will be introduced by a brief history of the particular 
campaign target commissioned from a relevant expert in 
that domain. 

Posters have been sourced from WHO archives, regional 
offices, technical departments, the National Library of 
Medicine, the Wellcome Trust, ICRC, Swiss museums, 
the Clendening Library, and private collectors. 



Publishing  |  21 September 200717 |

…Addressing a lack of evidence on what works
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Vaccinate
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Vaccinate
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Ambiguity as a device
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Brush your teeth
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Different countries, different approaches
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?Who is the audience
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What works?
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How public health changed the world: 60 years 
of WHO

 Publication in 2008 for anniversary

 WHO history book for lay audience

 Storytelling techniques to describe public health 
successes

 Targets young readers and diverse (non-English) 
language groups

 Full colour illustrations, attractive design
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Three groups of reviewers

 teenagers/young readers

 cultural/linguistic readers 

 technical experts
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Challenges Ahead For GHH

 Promoting the value of historical perspectives for WHO policies

 Increasing recognition of GHH as a resource for WHO technical units

 Building a more permanent role for GHH within WHO

 Seeking new partnerships and initiatives


