Welcome to the first Meeting of The America Chapter of the International Society for Equity in Health.

Preparations for this meeting started more than a year ago when Dr. Barbara Starfield and I traveled to Washington in March, 2003 to meet with Dr. Mirta Roses the new elected Director of the Pan American Health Organization.

Barbara and I were very pleased to be received by Dr. Roses so early in her mandate. We interpreted this as a clear sign of her commitment to equity in health. We were not deceived.

ISEqH proposal to Dr. Roses included the following elements:

a) To facilitate scientific interchange of conceptual and methodological knowledge on issues related to equity in health and health care services;

b) To advance research related to equity in health     trough the promotion of development of tools and resources to measure equity in health and health services delivery; 

c) To build, maintain and strengthen relationships with other regional organizations. 

d) To promote research initiatives in primary health care and equity in health done with and for the communities.

e) To promote interaction between researchers, police makers, advocacy, practitioners.

We proposed to Dr. Roses an initial meeting in The Americas of about 10 to 14 health equity researchers and here we are ready to develop The Americas’ chapter of ISEqH.

I have to acknowledge Dr Richard Van-West Charles for all his support and for made us understand the importance of having a chapter which represented all The Americas; North, Central, South and The Caribbean. 

Special thanks to Elenice. Lourdes and Mario here in Bireme- Sao Paulo for their support.  Many thanks to Dr. Silvia Takeda from Porto Alegro who supported the coordination of the meeting and also helped us with bibliographic researches. As always, I want to thank our ISEqH staff in Toronto, particularly Monica Riutort our Executive Director for putting this meeting together.

Most of us are facing various degree of challenges to equity in our countries.

These challenges and there cause must be identified, documented and their pathways to equity understood through to innovative investigation strategies to recommend  and demand  changes in policies in each of our countries. The collaboration of the ISEqH with PAHO and its various resources such as the observatories and BIREME and others can be very precious in this enterprise. 

We strongly believe that researchers can play a significant role in the recommendation of policy and in monitoring its impact.

I have learned a lot since I have been associated with Society If researchers, in general, prefer the neutrality of academic life and staying away from political debate they should become equity researchers.

As Pierre Bourdieu said in socially oriented research we need the support of each others so that our work is relevant and rigorous. The author of la Misere du Monde called it committed scholarship  This is what the ISEqH  is all about.

Research alone cannot bring about changes.

As I have learned with working at ISEqH is that researcher can work alongside of advocated, practitioners and policy makers. The ISEqH’s work, as I have mentioned before, is not only to identify pathways to equity or inequity as the case maybe  but also pathways to change and this has always been  first and foremost in the mind of its founding president Dr Barbara Starfield.

We expect this meeting to reflect this, 

We will have a chance to hear from each other about our countries and where does equity figure in our national government political agenda and how equity impact in research policy. 

This afternoon we will discuss our proposed objective and others…… how such a chapter could function. 

The society is not only about knowledge creation and transmission but also knowledge exchange and through dialogue the creation of new knowledge.

We will not only have the opportunity to hear about each other, also tomorrow, we will hear about the specific situation of Bolivia and together we will try to bring new perspectives in equity and hopefully come with the beginning of an action plan to address some of the issues presented . 

I am ooking forward to these two days

And I want to thank each and everyone of you for accepting to be here and contribute to equity research.

At this moment it is with great pleasure that I would like to introduce Dr Barbara Starfield the founding president of the ISEqH and a world renown  health equity researcher 

Dr Starfield will address the equity research and the possibilities for the Americas

Dr Starfield welcome

