
ABCDABCD
“ automatización de bibliotecas y centros de document ación”

integrated library management software comprising t he main 
basic library functions





• Definition of any number of new databases which includes: FDT, 
PFT, FST, and worksheets directly on the Web, or copying from 
existing ones either from the Web or from Winisis on a local hard 
disk,

• cataloguing of books and serials, independently of the format: 
MARC, LILACS, AGRIS, etc.

• end-user searching (OPAC), 

• loans circulation, 

• acquisitions, 

• statistics, 

• library services like SDI, barcode printing, quality control ...

General considerationsGeneral considerations



• compatible with CDS/ISIS technology: reading ISIS-databases, 
ISIS Formatting Language (PFT) and indexing (FST) of records;

• both Windows and Linux platforms;

• MARC-21 cataloging formats and other current protocols (Dublin 
Core, METS, Z39.50...);

• Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) with the accompanying 
tools for the developer community;

• multi-lingual, 

General considerationsGeneral considerations



Data base administration moduleData base administration module

Accepts different database structures
each database has its own configuration files 

User control defining username, login, password
Administrator, Operator, Librarian, end user

.





Database creation in three modalities:

• Creating new databases in the traditional, four-step 
CDS/ISIS way

• Copying an existing database from the Web server, and 
making changes afterwards.

• Creating a database in the Web server based on a 
Winisis database available on the local machine. ABCD 
performs all the necessary conversions to the new 
operative environment.

Data base administration moduleData base administration module



• Management of multiple structures, providing templates for the 
separate entry of subfields. The structures can be based on 
MARC21, UNIMARC, LILACS, CEPAL, AGRIS, or any other ad-
hoc structure 

• Extraordinarily wide capacity to define the FDT. It is possible to 
use repeatable subfields, to give names to subfields and to 
associate special help messages, pick-lists, etc.

• Dynamic building of data entry worksheets based on 
specifications given in the FDT. 

• Capture of controlled vocabulary through authority files, or 
external tables

Data base administration moduleData base administration module



Plenty of utilities for 
administration



Definition of the new FDTDefinition of the new FDT



Detailed definition of subfield attributesDetailed definition of subfield attributes



Definition of worksheetsDefinition of worksheets



Definition of print formats (PFTs)Definition of print formats (PFTs)



Definition of parameter filesDefinition of parameter files



Full 
administration 
of the 
installation



Cataloguing moduleCataloguing module



User friendly data entry, User friendly data entry, 
including subfield assistanceincluding subfield assistance



Control of periodicals (electronic kardex)Control of periodicals (electronic kardex)



User administrationUser administration



Administration of TitlesAdministration of Titles



Data entry of Titles according to ISSN standardsData entry of Titles according to ISSN standards



User friendly data User friendly data 
entry, including entry, including 

external tables and external tables and 
pickpick --listslists

Data entry of Titles according to ISSN standardsData entry of Titles according to ISSN standards



Data entry of issuesData entry of issues



Data entry of one individual issue of a journalData entry of one individual issue of a journal



Predefined frequency masks for automatic data entryPredefined frequency masks for automatic data entry



Definition of a frequency mask Definition of a frequency mask 
(more than 180 available in 3 languages)(more than 180 available in 3 languages)



Hyperlinked browsing of serialsHyperlinked browsing of serials



Detailed display of serial holdingsDetailed display of serial holdings



ABCDABCD
two basic presentationstwo basic presentations
three categories of usersthree categories of users



ABCDABCD
2 basic presentations, 3 categories of users2 basic presentations, 3 categories of users

External users will make queries through an online 
public access catalogue - OPAC

The OPAC is one of the components of the ABCD Home Page
The OPAC will use a customized version of Bireme's general iAH 
interface

Operators and administrative users
1. Administrators
Operators (technical processes, circulation, services) 

2. Restricted to some functions and/or databases 
3. Unrestricted in workgroup environments



Pre-defined database structures/models and services:
• Marc21 Light for all materials considered by the Library of Congress 
• LILACS 
• CEPAL 

Demo databases 
• A simple lending module
• A Users database for the lending module
• Periodicals control (Kardex database)
• TITLE database, with ISSN compatible records
• iAH working for all demos

ABCDABCD
basic packagebasic package



ABCDABCD --Home Home –– OPAC for external usersOPAC for external users

ABCD-Home is a version of Bireme's BVS Site adapted to ABCD. 
This application includes an editor which permits the maintenance of 
the site without needing a web programmer.  

ABCD-Home comes with three optional columns: 
Information Network / Information Sources / News Network. 
The Information Sources column will include a meta-searcher covering 
all databases registered in ABCD-Home

Basic products delivered with the Information Sources column of 
ABCD-Home:

• demo databases: MARC21, LILACS, CEPAL, CDS
• Catalogue of the periodicals holdings
• Interaction of the OPAC with the Circulation system 
• Requests for online services



Default ABCD home pageDefault ABCD home page



Editor of the ABCD SiteEditor of the ABCD Site



Editor of the ABCD SiteEditor of the ABCD Site



Editor of the ABCD SiteEditor of the ABCD Site



ABCDABCD
summary of functionalities

beta version



ABCD: functionalitiesABCD: functionalities

Management of User accounts
Full database creation process
Backup/Restore
Inverted file generation/update
Database reinitialization
Record/database unlocking
Maintenance of Messages database and translation to 
other languages
Creation of Help-in-context pages
Management of z39.50

Management of OAI 

Quality and consistency controls

Admin



ABCD: functionalitiesABCD: functionalities

Print generation (on demand or scheduled)
Printing of barcodes and spine labels
Selective dissemination of information through profiles
Online services by demand (photocopies, reference)

Services

Pre-defined basic package with the most frequently 
used statistics
Ad-hoc reports generator,
direct output to graphs and spreadsheets

Statistics

Data entry
Creation/editing of worksheets
Creation/editing of formats for quality control
Linking to Authority files
Management of the Acquisitions module
Import/Export (Isis, MARC, XML)
Global changes

Technical 

processes



ABCD: functionalitiesABCD: functionalities

Loans

Devolutions

Reservations

Verification of user and/or object

Administration of fines

Administration of suspensions

Administration of reservations and waiting lists

Listings of printed forms and e-mails

Oper

Databases for identification of loan objects and users

Definition of service policies or rules

Multiple display formats

Pre-defined calendar for calculating suspensions, 
reservations and loans

Assignation of different functions to different operators

Definition of lending slips and other prints

Detection of inconsistencies in transactions

Statistics on all types of transactions

AdminLoans

circul



ABCD: functionalitiesABCD: functionalities

Editor for parameter definition (.def files)

Editor for display formats

Editor for indexing techniques (.FST)

Web service connecting the OPAC with the loans 
system

Editor for shortcuts (calls to external applets 
through .pft)

AdminOPAC

(iAH)

Simple editor for ABCD-Site administration, 
modelled on BVS Site

AdminABCD-

Site



ABCD: functionalitiesABCD: functionalities

Entry of new issues, manually or automatically 
through barcode reading
Export of full or selective collections
Control listings of missing or duplicated issues
Hypertext navigation between different versions 
of families of titles

Oper

Title creation according to the ISSN standard
Import of titles from .ISO MARC/ISSN formats or 
native SeCS
Creation of frequency masks for automatic 
generation of  new issues
Generation of collective catalogues with multiple 
collections

AdminKardex

Periodical 

Control

(SeCS)



ABCDABCD
and much more coming...


