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 We found that self-citation rate shows only a weak 
correlation with the impact and subject of a journal. 
There is also a weak correlation between self-
citation rate and the size or specificity of the 
category (categories) assigned to a journal. Self-
citation appears to be a characteristic largely at the 
level of the individual title, and must be considered 
only in the context of the title's particular content 
and history. The removal of self-citations from 
Impact Factor calculation had little effect on the 
relative rank of high impact journals. Some journals 
with lower Impact Factors and rank in category did 
show more dependence on the contribution of self-
citations, but only a small proportion of journals 
show significant changes in quartile rank following 
the removal of self-citations. 

 http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/science/free/essays/journal_self_cit
ation_jcr/



 Thomson Reuters is aware that some journals have used 
extensive reference to their prior content to influence their 
citation metrics. The contribution of so-called journal self-
citation has been included in Journal Citation Reports since it first 
appeared in 1975. In recent years, these data have been made 
more prominent to inform our subscribers of the effects of 
journal self-citation.
Thomson Reuters also reviews self-citation data for journals in 
which an exceptionally high self-citation rate artificially 
influences the impact factor and therefore belies its contribution 
to the scientific literature. The role of a journal's impact factor as 
an objective and integral measure becomes questionable at this 
level of self-citation.
Some journals received no listing in Journal Citation Reports last 
year because of exceptionally high self-citation counts; their titles 
are listed in the Notices file on the journal's website. Journal self-
citations will be reviewed each year. Once the problem of 
excessive self-citation resolves and we can publish an accurate 
impact factor, the titles will again appear in the journal.



 Due to the significant effect of self citations on their Impact 
Factors, metrics for a number of titles were not published 
in the 2009 JCR.  Suppressed titles were found to have 
exceptionally high self citation rate, some over 90% This 
level of self citation  has a profound effect on the rank of 
the journal in its category and does not reflect accurately 
the journal’s true participation, by way of citation, in the 
scholarly literature of its subject.  The meaning of Impact 
Factor as an objective and integral measure of a journal’s 
participation in the scholarly literature on a particular 
subject becomes questionable at this level of self citation. 
JCR Staff will monitor these journals going forward and the 
titles will be re-listed in a future edition of JCR when the 
problem of excessive self citations has been resolved.  In 
the meantime, coverage of these journals in Web of Science 
and other Thomson Reuters products is not changed.

 (*) The current notice in the JCR include a list of 26 
suppressed journals



 We limit the self citation with the following 
method:
◦ The limit is the 50% of citation excluding the self 

citation
◦ Therefore, the SJR permit until the 33% of self 

referencing 
 Is important limit in the future the journal self 

referencing (33%) in any case to avoid the 
excessive self citation in the high level 
journals.



Revistas brasileñas en el SJR CITAS
TOTALES AUTOCITAS

MAXAUTOCITAS
PERMITIDA

CITAS_TOTALES
CORR

AUTOCITASC
ORR AUTOCITACION

AUTOCITACION
CORR

Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy 230 209 10 31 10 90,87 32,26
Revista Brasileira de Ensino de Fisica 18 16 1 3 1 88,89 33,33
Planta Daninha 133 114 9 28 9 85,71 32,14
Brazilian Journal of Cardiovascular Surgery 28 24 2 6 2 85,71 33,33

Radiologia Brasileira 52 44 4 12 4 84,62 33,33
Journal of Epilepsy and Clinical 
Neurophysiology 27 22 2 7 2 81,48 28,57
Revista da Escola de Enfermagem da U S P 77 61 8 24 8 79,22 33,33
Online Brazilian Journal of Nursing 13 10 1 4 1 76,92 25
Educacao e Sociedade 16 12 2 6 2 75 33,33
IRRIGA 4 3 0 1 0 75 0
Psicologia e Sociedade 7 5 1 3 1 71,43 33,33
Revista Brasileira de Ginecologia e Obstetricia 32 22 5 15 5 68,75 33,33
Revista Brasileira de Zootecnia 414 274 70 210 70 66,18 33,33
Arquivo Brasileiro de Medicina Veterinaria e 
Zootecnia 272 176 48 144 48 64,71 33,33
Controle and Automacao 5 3 1 3 1 60 33,33
Journal of Venomous Animals and Toxins 
Including Tropical Diseases 34 20 7 21 7 58,82 33,33
Ceramica 29 17 6 18 6 58,62 33,33
Jornal Vascular Brasileiro 45 26 9 28 9 57,78 32,14
Revista Brasileira de Anestesiologia 48 27 10 31 10 56,25 32,26
Revista Brasileira de Fruticultura 52 29 11 34 11 55,77 32,35
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